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irauslation of Stotement of Iranian joreign uffice
on fran=iraq Uifferences - danuary 3, 1760

In view of the fact that the iranoeirag disputes have atiracted puolic
attention at home aad abroad, becomin; a sub,;ect of various comients in
foraign countries and since Lragi authorities have distorted the facts in
their statements, with e view toward mislecading public opinion, the luperial
Hinistry of Voreipn Affaiys cousiders it necessary (¢ roveal somo facts
pertaining to the nature of these disputes,

fefore discussing the nature of Lhe dispube, iV is nccessary to state
that the principles of the foreign policy of the lmperial Govermment of lran
have aluuys been founded on the basis of respect for the indgpendence and
territorial intepgrity of other countries; ygood neiphbouwrly relaticuns and the
settlonent of dispubes throusiy peaceiud neans, Following these principles,
the luperial Govermment conciluded the 1937 iresty in order o remove its border
disputes with lrag; thercly showing ity good will and a spirit of vescefulness.

Aceording bo this treauy, the froutiers of the two couwniries ou lenc and
oin the Shat aleirab were dewsrited and the mauagenent of the Shat aleArsb was
arranzed on Ui basis of oquwd and cormicn ridits of the {wo countiies. The
iranian Govesmment, ever since concluding the trw.w, has shown lus oluost
good will and has alisdye indormed the iragl Coverment of ils owmn preparedness
to caryry oub bthe provisions of the treutye.

First « Following the conclusion of the breaty, the Irasien tUovemment
in the autum of 1530 {Azar 1317} proposed to the Iragi Goverment that &
border commission be set w. ot sides vent as fur as inbtroducing their
delegubes, bul, wafortunglely, the joint condission did nov M@*u;e& in its
task dus o the lack of cooperalion on the part of the Iragi sides its work

finally cuse to a3 standstill uo ‘ahe end of scveral nonths becusuge the Ivagi
delegotes, insteud of vorking on the dewmarcation ol the border, spent &ll
their energy on establisiduy thelr encpoachuents, Ihis, unaturally was not .

acceptable to t’ue ivandan c%alega‘tea.

Lfter that the Iragl Govermment never acreed o the resumpbion of the
Uoradssion®s work in spite of the repeaied roguests of the irunisn Sovernmente
Even in I9hl when lran was subjected w an invasion, the lragi dovermucut,
contrary Lo the gpirdt of amibty and the treatics thuot existed between the
two countyics, instead of cupressing sywpathy with the iranias nation,
exploited the confused situation and occupled several border points and
erected miditary gusrd points. Irag has refused to evacuate these poinis in
spite of iran's repested protests since the incident, The details of these
encroacltients, waich are mcamﬁ in the files, are deferrcd for another
ocCasionle

Second - Due to Irag¥s non=cooperation, iran's efforts met with failure
in commection with & Ve drawing up of a navigatisn agresuent and joint menape-
ment of the Shat aleirab as provided in Article five of the treaty. Aarticle
five requires Loth sides to siyn an executive agreenent within one year for
the joint manzgemsent of the river on the basis of equal rights, with a view
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to the mainteénsnce and irprovenment of uavigetion, dredging, pilotage,
colloction of charges and dues, health measures, suugpling prevention and
all other matters pertalning to navigation in the Shate.

- “Aecording to the protocol annexwsd to Yhe trealy, if the agreement 1s not
signed within one year in spite of the coiforts of Loth sides, the two governe
ments can, with wobunl consenb, extend this perlods iruq was to munage the
river on behalf of Ivunm on the status quo basis during the first year after
tiae conclusion of the treaty and during the exlension periode. In thal case
irag vas required Lo infors the Irvanian Jovermment every six umonths of all
its actions, the fuuds il had collected, its cipenses, and, triefly, whatever
it had done in conneclion with the river. -

In 1938 (1317) the iranian Uovermment prepared a draft in accordance with
the lettor and spirit of the tresty concerning the munogement and navigation
of the Shat alehirab. This draft vhich wus presented to the iragi Covermment
had the following sain provisious:

1. The Shat chould be open equadly to all the merchant, non-uerchant
and war ghips of Irag wnd lreg and all ihe merchant ships of all other
countries with the egual righi for Loth purties to wake fall use of the
rivers, o : :

%o A mized iraueirsq comvission composed of two Iranians and two
Iragis be formed in comnection with the jolind manasgerent of the river.

3.  All matbers periaining to the coliection of chargesy; payment of
expenses sud other nagigeiion mstters referred to im article five should be
handed over o the aixed comnissione

lie The agrseunent showid verk on the basis of weninmity of voles and
arbitration in case of dispuiesS.

But the Iragl Government pressnted a counter-proposal along the following
lines, whidh disrepsvded the provisions of Lhe breatys

1, Zach porty should umalubain its sovereignty over parts of the Shat
aleArab which are in ibs lerritory bub should undertake to exercise its
righis according o regulations uhbdch should be agreed upon by both parties,

2o The powers of the “Shut" commission proposed by lran should not Le
execulive bul consuliative. :

Obviously, the lraqi Govermwend's proposals were coipletely incompatible
with the letber and spirit of the 1937 (1316) treaty as well as with iran's
historic rights and its oquud rights as specified in articles four and five
of the tre«ty and iils aancxed protocol. f{ioreover, in view of the fact that
75 per cent of the Bhat al-irab shipping wes to lranian ports and wost of
the Shat ele-frab waler was from Iranlan sources, the lranian Governwment
natwrally could not accept ordy a co.sulbative function in the management of
the Shat ale-Arab, uiiich would have been contrary to the priaciples of the
troaty ond Yo its own vital inlerests,
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Thls fach, also, shouly ue montioned thob the [roco nibvion of ) passuge
rights for lron's wverships and rordiant navy in e Jhot aleirab as uentioned
in dote ¥ of Article ¥ as well as the equality of the rights of bovh the
lronian and fvagh Govermsents in Sranbing passage righits to the morchant sud
naval ships of other counbrlice in the Zhat aleared fon the Lasis of the
protocol annemed $o the trenty) confirm that the lzagl Coverneent has no
absolute and sole sovercignty over ihe St alefrabs

About the sase time vhen iren submitbed its proposals regarding the
“Shat" managenent, the Ilraqi delegations who visited ira: wiih the then
iragi CGrowz Prince were handed & proposal by iran thot a demarcsidon
commigaion should e appointed in order to setllc the dispute regarding
the land vorders of the ivwo cowniries and thab the cowndsgdon ghould pud up
domarcation signg in areas wiich were not wader dispube. It was also proposed
that should Uhe comdsolon fall o sgpec ot cortain points, iv should refer
to Ychiran and Zaghdad end the uatter should be pubt bo arbibrsbtion il not
setitled within thres wonihs.

he Iragh veprescntotives provdsed Lo declare their visws within a
wonthy Lbub did aol Keep thedr praiisec. Finally as a veould of lran’s
insistence aud efforts, an apresment was reached betwee: iran and Irag in

he autu of 1957 (1330) which was briefly a5 iollowss

L, in commection with the implementotion of article five of the tresty
it was apveed that both sides shwowld designate a joind bod Baghdad
1 Zhat

2o i connection with ihe crection of derxweating signs alon: the
border, an agreement was reached i principle on the grpointment of a Swedish
arbitrator so that the dispules could be seltled in Jichras with the cooperaw
tion of & vixed irenimelragi coreadission.

Preparations towards the sbove were veaching completlion whon the present
regime camne to pouer in July 1950 and officidily declarcd that it would
respect and honcur iraqg's interintionel comdinenits, in conucciien with its
relations vwith he lrunian Uovermment, it parbicudarly declared that it
considers valicd the foruer rogime's sgpeerant concerning the munner of
seliling diuputes relaving tw ohe laml Lowler amd Ziat aleirabs

» In pruciice, howsver, uwiivrtwiately nob only iran's repested aotes Lo
iraq requesiing the gupointoent aud introduction of its represeubatives were
deft wansvered, bul the iragl dovormssmt esacervataed the disputes by adopbing
an unfyiendly attliude aund ludPoduced new difficuliics in rolsiions betuoen
the two countries, O these only a few are snmeruted Leros

1o fhe Llyagl Goverawent crested restricbious for ilrauian nalionsls
with o view to forciuy theu Vo renounce thulr lranion citizenship 6r o

le ving Irvagq, ihosc invluded baus on ithe acquisivion of land syopexrty and
bringliyg bo a sbandstill trensactions in real property. As a resull of these
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severe actions, about 9,000 Iranian fanilies have so far been forced to give
up their homes, families, jobs and professions and reburn to irane

2o Iragi officials ~ both military and police ~ have attacked lranian
border villages, occasivnally killing lrapian citizens. R

3. Iraqi zrailitam"',f aircraft repeatledly flew over Iranian territory and
iraqi naval vessels entered Iranian waters.

lis Encroachment and incursion on the exclusive right of Iranian
subjects to make use of the Baghche and Qatar pastures in conseqguence of an
illegal action in building certain work{y.

On the Shat al-Arab the Iraqi Govermment has committed the following
violations against the establishied rights of the lranian Govermient:

8o It has wnlawfully spent revcaues obtained fyrow the Shat aleirab
contrary to the provisions of the protocol aunexed to the 1937 treaty on the
building of an alrport, hotel, etc, which are in ro way connected to
navigation on the Shat aleirab. Also,' contrary to the said protocol, it has
failed to submit semi-annual accounts to the Iranian Govermment.

bo It has refused to give pilots to merchants ships which, accordﬁ.ng
to the general practice, go to Iranian ports under Iranian flag,
- Cs Contrary to the 1937 treaty, it has given priority for the pilotage
of vessels to the ships belonging to certain foreign govermaents. _

do - 1t has prevented the entry of ships belonging to the IranePan-fimerican
Co. at Khosrowabad and has threatened and summoned for trial at Basra the
captaing of these vessels sailing under the Iranian flag.

@ It has protested against the visits of foreign war ships allowed
by Iran, under the 1937 treaty protocol, to enter Iranian ports in the
Shat ale-Arab, .

fo 1t has repeatedly and without justification, subjected Iranian ships
to search and inspection,

‘These are some facts aboyt the Lran-iraq disputes. %Yhe iragi Government,
by proceeding with these unfriendly and continued actions, has aggravated
and intensified the differences between the tuo neighbowring countries.
Recently, and unprefaced in any way and without any cause, General Abdul
Karim Qassem, the Prime Minister of iraq, amnounced in a speech that the
1937 treaty had been imposed upon Iraq under pressure; that the Iraqi
Government had awarded Iran five kilometers of the waters facing Abadan,
ices from the Abadan bank to the thalweg of the Shat alwArabj and that it
will regain this territory in case the border dispute is not settled,

It is clear to all, however, that the principles of international law,
Jjustice and international equity required that the thalweg ghould have been
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considered in the 1937 treaty as a basis of border demarcation not only
opposite Abadan but along the entire length of the Shat aleArab,

liesponsible officials in Irag by distorting facts try in their statements
to place their responsibility for the creation of the present tense situation
in the relations of the two countries wpon the shoulders of lran, wmlicreas
the Iragi Government has been the source of these disputes and tension, and
must therefore accept the consequences arising from them. .

Under various pretexts and unacceptable cxcuses, the lragi Government
has refused to carry out the provisions of the treaty and its own obligations
under it. It has abrogated the treaty in practice and rendered it ineffective,
1t has not stopped at thatj it has provoked a nation by its threatening and
fmperialistic pronouncements, something it itself has been dealing with for
years, and has strained relations betueen the two countries. Al the seme
time, however, it expccts the Iranian Govermment to refrain from taking the
smallest precauticnary measure in preventing possible future aggression.

It is undeniable that the Iranian Covernment has not spared any effort,
during the years past, in resorting to various peaceful means in order to
settle these disputes. Iran's entire efforts have been based upon the
principles of the United Hations Charter, which is the pillar of iran's
foreign policy. fThese efforts will not deviate frou respect for the
principles of the United lations. ,

The Iranian Government believes that if the iragl Goverument, while
taking into consideration the historic, cultural -and religious bonds thal
tie the two nations together, adopts the sase attitude as lran and demon-
strates its mutual good will in practice, all disputes will be seitled
through peaceful means, Otherwise, the Iranian Goverament naturally cannot
ignore lraq's repecated and continual aggressions and violations sgainst its
legitinate rights and considers it its duty to rocsort to any mecans that it
may deem appropriate in order to regain Iran's unquestionable rights and to
redress historical injustices, with due regard to the present situation and
needs and on the strength of the principles of justice and international
law. .

It is necessary to repeat, as stated in the Majlis, that the Iranian
Governnent does not recognize any basis or criterion other than the thalueg
for delimitation of the border line in the Shat al-Arab as belng consistent
with the principles of public international law and justice and fairness
between nations, ' ’
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